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MISSION DE LA REPUBLIQUE DU YEMEN M J XU/UU;’/

No. 758
Ol 68

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Yemen to the United Nations
Office and Other International Organizations presents its compliments the Special
Rapporteur on the question of Torture and to the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights
and Terrorism and has the honor to attach herewith,

Our country’s reply to the note verbale Ref. ALG/S0214 (53-02) YEM12/2005
on the case of the two Yemeni citizens, Salah Nasser Ali (27 years old) and
Muhammad Farah Ahmed Bashmilah (37 years old).

The Permanent Mission hopes that constructive dialogue and cooperation
continue between our government and your Special Rapporteurs in a positive
atmosphere so as to understand the conditions and circumstances of each case
separately. ' :

And as you all know, the cases related to international terrorism and its
relation with external factors are extremely sensitive and it is difficult to settle them
quickly and to come to clear facts.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Yemen avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the Special Rapporteur on the question of Torture and the
Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and Terrorism the assurances of its hlghest
consideration.

Geneva, December 20" 2005
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(Translated from Arabic)
Republié of Yemen
| Office of the President
Central Political Security Department
Sir,

In response to your note No. 10/214/10, dated 7 December 2005, regarding a note from
the Permanent Mission in Geneva about a report from the Special Rapporteur on torture and the
Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and counter terrorism concerning Yemeni citizens |
Salah Nasser Salim Ali and Muhammad Faraj Ahmed Bashmilah, we should like to provide you

with the following information:

1. With regard to the accuracy of the facts alleged in the report, nameiy, that the two men
were beaten, verbally abused, tortured, threatened with sexual abuse and held in incommunicado
detention by the Indone§ian, Jordanian and United States authorities, it is up to the Special
Rapporteur on torture and the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and terrorism to check with

the authorities of the countries concerned whether the facts alleged in the report are accurate.

2. With regard to the allegations about torture, both of the above-mentioned persons stated,

when questioned, that they had not been tortured by any of the authorities mentioned above.
3. Legal basis:

The Yeméni_authorities confirm that the two men were not arrested but rather were
handed over to them by the United States authorities after having been accused of being

members of the organization known as Al-Qa'ida. The Yemeni authorities detained them under

Mr. Abubakr Abdallah Al-Qirbi
Minister for Foreign Affairs
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the Code of Criminal Procedures No. 13 of 1994, with a view to questioning them and verifying
the allegations made by the Unitéd States authorities. The legal basis on which they were held
was the aforementioned Code. The lawfulness of detention is subject to judicial review. Steps
are taken to verify that the Department of Public Prosecutions has followed the proper legal
procedures and that the procedures are consistent with the law. The Yemeni authorities received
the files on these two men from the United States authorities on 10 November 2005, and the

legal procedures are being completed pending their arraignment before the courts.
4. Medical treatment and rehabilitation programmes:

Under the Prisons Act, detainees awaiting trial are legally entitled to access to medical
treatment and rehabilitation programmes, whether at a detention centre or, if they have been
convicted and sentenced to imprisonment, at a prison. There are internal rules that regulate and
establish the parameters for such treatment. The Department of Public Prosecutions oversees the

implementation of these rules.

Accept, Sir etc.

(Signed): Ghalib Mathar al-Qamish
Chief
Central Department of Political Security

cc.: Director, Office of the President of the Republic
Minister for Internal Affairs
Minister for Human Rights
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